Primary anetoderma: phagocytosis of elastic fibres by macrophages.
We report a 22-year-old female with a 2-year history of increasingly numerous well-circumscribed, asymptomatic skin lesions. The clinical and histological features were consistent with anetoderma and investigations failed to reveal any associated underlying disorders. Electron microscopy of abnormal skin showed phagocytosis of elastic fibres by macrophages. Although the aetiology of primary anetoderma remains unknown, this finding suggests that phagocytic destruction of elastic fibres plays a major role in its pathogenesis.